
	
BILDESTON PARISH COUNCIL

[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of the meeting held in Chamberlin Hall
 on Monday, 9th September, 2019 at 7.30pm



             
	 
 In attendance:

	Councillors:
	Peter Hutchings (Chairman)
Angela Chapman, Andrew Guttridge, Richard Lester, Sarah Leigh-Hunt and Virginia Tuck 


	Also Present:                          
	 David Blackburn (Clerk) 
 County Councillor Robert Lindsay 

	






	
C54/19/20     

	
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Hubbard and Powell.


	
C55/19/20     
	   
DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS

 The following declarations of non-pecuniary interest were made:

 Chamberlin Hall Management Committee – Councillor Hutchings
 Kings Pightle Management Committee – Councillor Lester
 Parochial Church Council – Councillor Lester
 Sportsfield Management Committee – Councillors Chapman, Hutchings and Lester
 

	
C56/17/18	
	
DISPENSATIONS IN RESPECT OF PECUNIARY INTERESTS

There were none.

	
C57/19/20     
	    
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

	It was AGREED: That the minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 10th June, 2019 be signed by the Chairman as a correct record.


	
C58/19/20
	
PUBLIC SESSION   

There were no items raised.

	
C59/19/20
	
SPORTSFIELD MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Councillor Hutchings reported that it was pleasing to see that the Sportsfield Management Committee now comprised thirteen people. Councillor Chapman reported that a range of works were required to the Sportsfield Pavilion which the Committee wished to see undertaken as soon as possible. She enquired about what funds were available to support the Committee. Councillor Guttridge suggested that Community Infrastructure Levy Funding could be used. The Clerk also confirmed that the Parish Council held £5,000 from the Henry Morphew bequest for the Sportsfield.

It was AGREED: 

a. That the sum of £5,000 be released from the Sportsfield Reserve and transferred to the Sportsfield Management Committee;
b. That £1,450 be allocated from the Community Infrastructure Levy Reserve to fund the installation of security shutters and hand dryers at the Sportsfield pavilion; and
c. That further funding be approved in principle for the replacement of the boiler, subject to the cost of supply and installation being submitted to the next meeting.


	
C60/19/20
	
BABERGH & MID SUFFOLK JOINT LOCAL PLAN

Councillor Guttridge had circulated a draft response to the consultation on the draft Babergh & Mid Suffolk Joint Local Plan which was considered by Members of the Parish Council. There was a discussion about various aspects of the Plan and its implications for the village. In particular, concerns were expressed about the land allocation for housing off Wattisham Road.

It was AGREED: That Councillor Guttridge finalises the response, reflecting the views expressed at the meeting, and the Clerk submits it to Babergh District Council.


	
C61/19/20


	
FORTHCOMING EVENTS

The Chair confirmed that he had ordered wreaths on behalf of the Parish Council. The Clerk would ask the Maintenance Operative to sweep up and weed the Market Square a week before the event. Councillor Lester reported that it was customary for the local vicar to meet with a small committee of interested parties to make arrangements for Remembrance. Councillor Hutchings offered his assistance in the run up to Remembrance Sunday.

It was AGREED: That £100 be donated to the Royal British Legion, to be actioned by the Clerk in accordance with normal practice.

The action plan for Christmas Carols in the Market Square was presented by the Clerk and roles and responsibilities assigned.

It was AGREED: That Christmas Carols in the Market Square be held on Sunday, 8th December, 2019 at 4.00pm and that the updated action plan be circulated by the Clerk.

Councillor Chapman offered to set up a WhatsApp group for the Parish Council to assist with communications for events and other activities.


	
C62/19/20

	
COUNTY & DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

Councillor Lindsay reported upon the following matters:

· Bus subsidy cuts: The 112 Hadleigh to Sudbury service via Bildeston and 461/462 service between Hadleigh and Stowmarket had been reprieved until March 2020.  Monks Eleigh Parish Council were organising a working party to examine funding solutions for the 112 service and Elmsett Parish Council were organising a meeting with regard to the 461/462 route. It was noted that Councillor Tuck was representing the Parish Council in respect of local liaison.
· 20mph speed limit: The Cabinet Member for Highways and a Senior Highways Officer would assess applications. The local County Councillor could appeal any refusal.
Councillor Guttridge would update the map to show the proposed location for the 20mph sign on Wattisham Road. The County Council would identify the buffer zones between the 60mph and 20mph zones. Councillor Lindsay would then liaise with the Highways Officer confirming his support for the proposal copying in Councillors Powell and Guttridge.
· There was a discussion about the apparent lack of concern shown by County Highways about the impact of the proposed 75 residential dwellings on land to the north east of Brooksfield off Wattisham Road. Councillor Guttridge referred to the responses received from Babergh District Council and Suffolk County Council to the Freedom of Information requests submitted by the Parish Council. It was noted that further information had been requested seeking to clarify the extent of the liaison between the two bodies before the site was allocated within the Joint Local Plan.

County Councillor Lindsay was asked to invite County Council officers to carry out a site visit of the Wattisham Road/High Street, as it appeared that it was desktop research only that had been used to determine the site allocation within the Local Plan.


	
C63/19/20     


	
PARISH PRIORITY SETTING

Further to Minute C47/19/20, the feedback received by the Community Engagement Working Group was discussed and some suggestions for community projects raised.

It was AGREED: That a workshop be held on Monday, 30th September, 2019 at 7.00pm (venue to be confirmed) to be facilitated by Councillor Sarah Leigh-Hunt to consider priority setting for the Parish Council for the next four years and that the Community Development Worker be invited to attend.


	
C64/19/20     


	
VILLAGE AMENITIES

Further to Minute C42/19/20, an update was given on steps being taken to address a breach of the cemetery regulations.

Councillor Lester reported that the Parish Church was applying to close the churchyard to new burials. 

Councillor Lester said that the hedges at the cemetery required trimming at the end of the growing season and the Clerk was asked to arrange this with the Maintenance Coordinator. He added that the wildflower area also required attention.

Councillor Hutchings indicated that a new pedestrian mower was required for the bowls green. An upgrade to the sound system was also required, a proposal for which, would be presented to the next meeting.

It was AGREED: That £3000 be drawn from the Margaret Bishop Chamberlin Hall Fund for the pedestrian mower on the supply of an invoice to the Clerk.


	
C65/19/20
	
CLERK’S REPORT 

There were no specific items of report.


	
C66/19/20
	
HR MATTERS

The Clerk proposed that the Parish Council should have its HR policies, procedures and contracts of employment for staff and training and health and safety records reviewed by an external HR adviser to safeguard the position of Councillors in their position as employer. The Clerk confirmed that the insurance policy included Employer’s Liability cover but this would not cover the Parish Council in every set of circumstances. 

It was AGREED: That the Clerk engages the services of an HR adviser to review and update the Parish Council’s policies and procedures.

	
C67/19/20
	
VILLAGE WEBSITE AND ICT MATTERS

The Clerk reported upon the requirements of the Public Sector Bodies (Websites and Mobile Applications) (No.2) Accessibility Regulations 2018 and the need to ensure that the website was accessible. There was a discussion about the provision of a new Village website. 

It was AGREED: That the Community Development Worker be requested to research clear, accessible, interesting and informative village websites incorporating the functionality required by the Parish Council to fulfil its statutory/regulatory requirements in making information available to the local community.


	
C68/19/20     


	
FINANCIAL REPORT   

It was AGREED: 

a. That the following payments be authorised:

	Payee
	Description
	Budget Category
	Amount
(inc. VAT)

	David Blackburn
	Clerk's Pay 
	Salaries & Expenses
	£170.52

	David Blackburn
	Expenses
	Salaries & Expenses
	£18.00

	Adrian Chinery
	Grounds Maintenance
	Salaries & Expenses
	£420.12

	Adrian Chinery
	Expenses
	Salaries & Expenses
	£98.57

	MSDC
	Uncontested Election
	Administrative & Legal
	£107.78

	David Blackburn
	Clerk's Pay 
	Salaries & Expenses
	£170.52

	David Blackburn
	Expenses
	Salaries & Expenses
	£18.00

	Adrian Chinery
	Grounds Maintenance
	Salaries & Expenses
	£446.54

	Adrian Chinery
	Expenses
	Salaries & Expenses
	£162.30

	Avis Newsprint Ltd
	Signage
	Community Projects
	£154.80

	Robin Taylor
	Web Hosting
	ICT & Website
	£39.47

	DHE Productions Ltd
	BNatural Festival Staging
	Community Grants
	£720.00

	Rivendell
	Lawn Mower
	Community Grants (Designated Reserves)
	£3,000.00

	Sportsfield Management Committee
	Release of Bequest Funds
	Community Grants (Designated Reserves)
	£5,000.00



(Note: All items to be paid for from the General Fund except grants from designated reserves).

b. That it be noted that the second instalment of the Precept for 2019/20 in the sum of £11,750 had been received.


	
C69/19/20








	
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Planning Appendix A: Planning Applications Consultation

There were none.





Planning Appendix B: Planning Applications Decisions by Babergh District Council


	Reference
	DC/19/03268

	Proposal
	Application for Listed Building Consent - Erection of conservatory to rear elevation. (Retention of)

	Location
	Levells Hall, 31 Chapel Street, Bildeston, Ipswich Suffolk IP7 7EP

	Decision
	Granted



	Reference
	DC/19/03338

	Proposal
	Planning Application - Erection of canopy system

	Location
	Bildeston Health Centre, High Street, Bildeston, Ipswich Suffolk IP7 7EX

	Decision
	Granted



	Reference
	DC/19/03215

	Proposal
	Planning Application - Erection of a single storey office building

	Location
	Manor Wood, Ipswich Road, Bildeston, Ipswich Suffolk IP7 7BH

	Decision
	Granted





	
C70/19/20
	
MATTERS BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE COUNCIL

Members of the Parish Council paid tribute to the work undertaken by the organisers of BNatural for arranging such a successful event in the village.

Councillor Tuck enquired about training for new Councillors and the Clerk undertook to make arrangements with the Suffolk Association of Local Councils.


The meeting closed at 9.35pm.


Chairman ………………………………………    Date …………………………………………





